Final Paper Outline
These are areas that should be covered in your paper  along with strengths, weaknesses, and issues in each area.  It is an outline that basically follows the book for the class.  Each of you should begin with the first chapter of the book and review your article thru chapter nine.  

I.  Hypothesis

            a.  Type of Research question

b. IV & DV



1. Strength of IV



2. Continuous or categorical

2.  Prospective, Retrospective longitudinal or cross sectional study

3.  Lab or field

4.  Reproducibility (is there enough info)

5.  Sample (is there enough info)

a. How collected  (self-selected, haphazard, convenience, subgroup of convenience, networking, non probability systemic sample, stratified sample, random sample, cluster sample)


b. Source  (archival, direct sampling)


c. Bias (volunteers, selective attrition)

d. Assignment (systemic, random, sample size issues)

6. Confounding Variables (Demographics)

How were the addressed and what are the issues with whatever method they chose)
a. Random Assignment, 

b. Homogenous sample

c. Matched participants (matching ahead of time)
d. Equated groups (comparing means)
e. Statistical control (ANCOVA)
f. Blocking Variables (adding the variable to the analysis- gender, age, etc)
g. Own Control (compare to self)
7. Threats to internal and External Validity of the study and how did they control for them (i.e. maturation, history, testing effects, generalizability, etc.)  Hints: start at page 72,  and again at page 95 and use the section in your reader on Reliability and Validity)

8. Research design- Ch. 6  (example: is your study descriptive, two group post test only, etc and what are the concerns associated with the design in your particular study)

9. Operationally defined terms and Testing measures Ch 7

a. Testing starts page 106 (examples: self report, bias, # of measures, reliability and Validity of measures)

b. Scales of measures pg 112 (example: if a likert scale- is it 4 points and what is the concern here)

c. Scoring and rater issues (overlaps with validity issues)

10. What type of scale (NOIR) and does the statistic match Ch. 8 (Since we did not cover all the statistic analysis in full, only do the following for this chapter- unless you want bonus points for other areas you may have missed)

a. Look for errors in numbers, tables, etc.

b. Homogeneity of groups and how is this established pg 133-134

c. Trends, p>.05

d. Pg 142-  discussion and conclusions, abstract

     11.  Ch 9  Any ethical issues

